
 

February, 2019 
 
General updates: As we enter the final stretch of school for your eighth grader, we would like to 
remind you to reach out to us with any questions or concerns. We are available by email, 
phone, or for a face to face conference. This is a time of great change for the students, and we 
want to make sure they (and you!) feel supported. 
 
Just a friendly reminder from the yearbook staff: Please submit a toddler/baby picture to 
Mrs. Gilbert before Wednesday, March 6 (deadline extended!). Also, please remind your eighth 
grade student to fill out the quote/activity form that was emailed to them on January 15. 
 
Montreal payments: Calendar sales money will be sent to our travel company, ACIS, in the 
next week. We will email individual families with the total payment credited to your account. If 
you have any questions about payments, please contact Marie Soucy or the travel company.  
 
The general fundraising has garnered enough money to pay for the tips associated with the trip. 
We tip the bus driver and our tour guide $10.00 each per student, and leave $5.00 per student 
at the hotel. Because of fundraisers like concessions at basketball and the dance, those tips will 
be paid from that account, rather than collecting from each student. 
 
School supplies: Please use some time this vacation to check in with your student about 
school supplies. Many, many students do not have pencils, which can be a distraction in class. 
Also, as a reminder, all students should be coming to school with a charged Chromebook. 
 
Portsmouth High School: The Course Selection process for those attending Portsmouth High 
School will begin  Monday, March 11.  Ms. Melanie Wolfe, PHS Counselor, will be at RJH to 
present information on the process to students.  On Friday March 15, students will bring home 
their Course Selection sheets with teacher recommendations on them.  The Course Selection 
sheets will need to be returned to RJH by Friday March 22nd.  There will be an OPEN HOUSE 
at PHS on Thursday March 21st to go over any question you have regarding the process prior 
to the sheets due date. 
 
8th graders will be participating in two site visits to local businesses again this year.  Timberland 
and Seacoast United (new location in Epping) will host our 8th grade students and employees 
from each company will talk about their career path and other aspects of running a successful 
business.  More information to follow. 
 
Academic updates: 
Green and Yellow Math: Students completed chapter 5 last week on solving systems of linear 
equations using tables, elimination, substitution, and graphing methods! So many students 
earned a 100% on the chapter 5 test because they took the time to check their solutions in the 
original equations to know if they had the correct answers. Students really seemed to enjoy 
chapter 5! Students also completed their winter fact fluency benchmark. This week we have 



 

started chapter 6 on relations and functions. Students also completed the New England Math 
League Contest this past Tuesday!  
 
Blue Math: Students finished chapter 6 on relations and functions and completed the test. 
Students just completed chapter 7 on the Pythagorean Theorem and volume of composite 
solids and finished their chapter 7 test yesterday. They also completed their winter fact fluency 
benchmark this month. After break we will begin chapter 8 on angle relationships and geometric 
transformations. Students are asking great mathematical questions and many are completing 
the challenge problem of the week! Students also completed the New England Math League 
Contest this past Tuesday!  
 
Language Arts: It’s been a busy month in language arts class. Students have completed a 
research based argument, with a focus on using in-text citations, acknowledging a counter claim 
and refuting it, and organizing information to best convince a reader to support a claim. There 
were essays about a wide range of topics: from flat tax rates, to chewing gum in school, to 
addressing the Pacific garbage patch. Our students are aware of their global community, and 
demonstrated concern and a willingness to strive for change.  
 
Next up, we are working on a memoir, and focusing on using figurative language and creating a 
‘snapshot’ for the reader. We have read multiple mentor texts by published authors, and 
collected evidence of exemplary writing from each one. Students will continue to apply those 
strategies to their own writing.  
 
Finally, after break, we will begin reading To Kill a Mockingbird. It has been an honor to read 
this classic novel addressing racial injustice, effects of poverty on a society, and personal 
responsibility to a community with students, and the discussions with students are thought 
provoking, honest, and hopeful. If you are interested in reading the book with us and coming in 
for a discussion, please feel free to contact me for a reading schedule and a list of discussion 
topics during the month of March. It would be a pleasure to have parents in to witness the 
students interacting with the text. 
  
Over the years, I’ve realized that some students prefer to have their own copy of To Kill a 
Mockingbird.  Many bring in an old family copy, but students are also welcome to purchase their 
own copy. The Amazon link to the copy we read in class is here, or you can purchase a copy 
with the ISBN: 978-0-06-242070-1 from your local bookseller. 
 
Finally, check out these pictures of students working on memoirs in class. You’d never know a 
vacation was looming . . . 

https://www.amazon.com/Kill-Mockingbird-50th-Anniversary/dp/0062420704/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550839098&sr=8-1&keywords=9780062420701


 

 
 
 
 
Science - We have recently been studying forces and motion. We’ve done several 
investigations including some using the rolling chairs! The students kept their feet on the legs of 
the chair and tried to move the desk in front of them. They quickly understood that for every 
action there is an equal and opposite reaction! We’ve also been preparing for the state testing 
coming up this spring. The students will be working on several modules from time to time to gain 
some confidence with the testing experience. 
 
Social Studies: 
Gilbert: Student in the ‘Conflict’ trimester of social studies have wrapped up WWI, with a focus 
on global mindsets of militarism, imperialism, nationalism, and the formation of alliances. Those 
global attitudes created a ‘powder keg’ in Europe, and students realized that the spark to light 
the powder keg was a simple mishap- ask them about it! 
We are moving on to WWII, and examining the impact of Pearl Harbor on the national outlook 
about the war. Students have posted a newscast about Pearl Harbor on SeeSaw, which turned 
out amazingly well! Students have learned the major battles of WWII in Europe and in the 
Pacific, and will learn about the Holocaust after break. 



 

Harrington: This month in social studies students learned about the Red Scare, FDR Fireside 
Chats and the Dust Bowl, FDR’s New Deal and social security, and the Fair Labor Standards 
Act and minimum wage. They completed a 5 paragraph essay about the FLSA and minimum 
wage. More recently students have learned about the Baby Boomer generation and the growth 
of suburbia and the impact baby boomers had then and now. Students also learned about the 
economic impact of stagflation and the oil crisis of 1970. Does anyone remember their parents 
getting gas only on even or odd days depending on the last digit of their license plate? Now we 
are learning about Ronald Reagan’s presidency and the economy during his time.  
 
Adams: Students in the “Progress” trimester have studied how crowded conditions in the city led 
to some changes that improved their conditions. We discussed the Flu epidemic of 1918, and 
then discussed vaccines for some diseases. Janet Smith, our nurse, came in and discussed the 
epidemic and present day vaccines. As a follow-up, students made a chart of the difference 
between the cold and flu symptoms. (They were supposed to take this home. If you have not 
seen it, please ask them to print another copy.) The students also researched a vaccine and its 
effect on the disease and population. They were assessed through a graded discussion which 
also met some LA standards.  
 
 
 
STEAM -  
All 8th graders were offered the opportunity to build hand-made wooden boogie boards (Paipos) 
or surfboards. Eighteen 8th graders have stepped up to the challenge! The Paipos are nearly 
finished, the surfboards are just beginning! You can follow along with our progress at: 
https://sites.google.com/a/sau50.org/wave-riding/ 
  
Here are some pics of the process: 
Paipos: 

   
 

https://sites.google.com/a/sau50.org/wave-riding/
https://sites.google.com/a/sau50.org/wave-riding/


 

 
 

  
 

 
 
Surfboards (Just getting started!): 



 

 

   
 
One set of boards glued up into a plank (to be either the top or bottom of the board)! 
 

      
  
Don’t forget - you can follow our progress at: https://sites.google.com/a/sau50.org/wave-riding/ 
 
 

https://sites.google.com/a/sau50.org/wave-riding/


 

 
World Language: Check out these interpretations of classical art by eighth graders! 
 
Interpretation of a Renoir painting by Alyssa Dumas  

 
 
Interpretation of Monet by Jake Haley and Emma Biddle 



 



 

 
Interpretation of Picasso self portrait by Myles Naoti and Antoni Tapéis by Owen Wilson 
 
 


